
 

 Monday, June 19, 2017
5:30 PM

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
I. Call to Order

1. Roll Call

2. Pledge of Allegiance

II. Appearance of Citizens

Policy relative to Appearance of Citizens: 

A 15 minute time period is provided for citizens to appear and express their views
before the City Council. Each citizen who appears will be limited to 3 minutes. No
immediate response will be given by City Council or City staff members. Citizens
are to give their documents to the Police Officer for distribution to the Council.

III. Approval of Minutes

Approval of Minutes of June 5, 2017 City Council Meeting

IV. Unfinished Business

V. New Business

1. Proclamations & Recognitions
2. Ordinance Annexing Territory-3324 Ferris Drive
3. Resolution Approving an Agreement with Pure Technologies US Inc. dba

Wachs Water Services for the Water Main Valve Assessment Project, City
Project 2017-13

4. Resolution Authorizing the First Amendment for an Intergovernmental
Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation for Midwest
Inland Port Study

5. Resolution Authorizing Execution of Franchise Agreement - Comcast of
Illinois/Indiana/Ohio, LLC

VI. Other Business

VII. Adjournment

Council Information - May Progress Report Lake Decatur Dredging Basins 1-4
& Oakley Sedimentation Basin Rehabilitation City Project 2013-14
Council Information - 2017 Annual Water Quality Report
Council Information - May 2017 Monthly Reports
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Monday, June 5, 2017 

 

 

On Monday, June 5, 2017, the City Council of the City of Decatur, Illinois, met in 

Regular Meeting at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers, One Gary K. Anderson Plaza, Decatur, 

Illinois.   

 

Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe presided, together with her being Councilmen Lisa Gregory, 

David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat McDaniel, Dana Ray and Bill Faber. Seven members present. 

Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe declared a quorum present. 

 

City Manager Tim Gleason attended the meeting as well. 

 

Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

This being the time for Appearance of Citizens, the following citizens appeared: 

 

 Prescott Paulin representing 300 Below stated Decatur’s population is shrinking more 

than any other City in Illinois because of taxes and trains. Trains continue to block on both sides 

of 27
th

 Street and there is no easy access for emergency services to get into their area. Mr. Paulin 

stated it was urgent to get better emergency responses throughout the community.  

 

 James Taylor congratulated City Manager Tim Gleason and the Union for the City 

residency requirements. 

 

 John Phillips reported that the blocking of the roads during the French Fried 5K event 

was handled outstandingly this year.  

 

 Eddie Caumiant stated the Union is very happy about the collaborative spirit with the 

City and thanked the City team.  

 

The minutes of the May 15, 2017 City Council meeting were presented.  Councilman Pat 

McDaniel moved the minutes be approved as written; seconded by Councilwoman Dana Ray, 

and on call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat McDaniel, 

Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe 

declared the motion carried.  

 

This being the time set aside for Unfinished Business and there being none, Mayor Julie 

Moore Wolfe called for New Business. 

 

Proclamations and Recognitions: 

 

Linda Gross with the Garden Club of Decatur, Illinois, read the Proclamation declaring 

June 4 – 10, 2017, as National Garden week.  
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Mark Tyus with Metro Decatur Black Chamber of Commerce read the Proclamation 

proclaiming Friday, June 9, 2017, Metro Decatur Black Chamber of Commerce Day. 

 

Recognitions: 

 

John Williams and Jerome Parker from Decatur Public Transit came before Council to 

present two Decatur Public Transit employees with Good Samaritan Awards.  Dana Shafer and 

Mark Bonds were recognized for the help they provided citizens while on their bus routes. 

Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe thanked the transit employees on behalf of the City Council for the 

work they do to make the community a better place. 

 

 R2017-74 Resolution Authorizing City Manager to Execute Contract Extension with JL 

Hubbard Insurance and Bonds for Employee Benefit Insurance Broker and Advisory Services, 

was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilman 

Charles Kuhle. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray asked if the letter was going to have to come back to Council 

in two years. City Manager Tim Gleason said the two year extension from 2019 through 2021 

would have to come back before Council. City Manager Tim Gleason explained the letter before 

Council tonight is for approval of the 2017 through 2019 two year contract period. The signature 

required for next year would be one he would sign as City Manager and the Council would be 

granting that authority upon approval tonight. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 2017-24 Ordinance Authorizing Collective Bargaining Agreement for Pay and Benefits – 

AFSCME Council 31 and Local 268, General Service Employees, was presented. 

 

 Councilman Pat McDaniel moved the Ordinance do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Dana Ray. 

 

 Councilman Bill Faber congratulated City Manager Tim Gleason on the negotiation of 

the contract and especially on the residency clause.  

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 2017-25 Ordinance Granting Non-Conforming Use Permit Expansion of Non-

Conforming Contractors and Builders Use 3350 West Marietta Street, was presented. 
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 Councilman Pat McDaniel moved the Ordinance do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Dana Ray. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray stated that the combined sizes of the two buildings would be 

larger than the house, which was the issue. Reading through the documents there were other 

properties in that location that had similar structures.  Councilwoman Dana Ray asked if those 

properties were located in the County or the City that had the larger structures. City Manager 

Tim Gleason stated those properties in close proximity were in the County. Councilman Charles 

Kuhle stated he went out and looked at this property and the other homes in this area and he 

didn’t see a problem in this situation. Councilwoman Dana Ray asked why the surrounding 

structure can’t be larger than the home. City Manager Tim Gleason explained this area is zoned 

R-1 residential. Councilwoman Dana Ray asked if the issue was that the petitioner was asking 

for the wrong type of zoning, does the zoning need to be something different in order to be in 

compliance. City Manager Tim Gleason explained that could be something City staff looked at 

when they looked at the land use plan, but for whatever reason at some point and time that is 

what staff deemed this area to be currently or staff deemed the growth in this area to be strictly 

residential. City Planner Suzy Stickle explained that the non-conforming use permit is allowing 

for the expansion of the business.  It only allows them to expand the business to meet the 

perimeters of the zoning ordinance.  They will still have to go to the Zoning Board. Councilman 

Charles Kuhle asked what would happen if the property changes hands.  City Planner Suzy 

Stickle explained the non-conforming use permit, as written in the Ordinance, is only to Mr. & 

Mrs. Kendall.   

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and 

Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Councilmen Lisa Gregory and Pat McDaniel voted nay. 

Five ayes and two nays. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 R20107-75 Resolution Authorizing Annual Service Agreement with Superion, LLC – 

OSSI – Decatur Police Department, was presented. 

 

 Councilman Pat McDaniel moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Dana Ray. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 R2017-76 Resolution Authorizing Intergovernmental Agreement Establishing the Central 

Illinois Regional Dispatch Center, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Lisa Gregory. 

 

 Councilwoman Lisa Gregory stated a lot of coordination and collaboration went into 

putting this plan together.  Councilwoman Lisa Gregory thanked everyone that had been a part of 

this plan for the work that they had done. Councilman Bill Faber asked how the dispatchers were 
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going to be accommodated. City Manager Tim Gleason explained that the dispatchers are no 

longer going to be City employees and it was of the upmost importance that the dispatchers do 

not lose their positions nor any of their benefits diminished. Councilman Charles Kuhle stated 

that the executive board is three individuals and would a quorum ever pose a problem. City 

Manager Tim Gleason stated he would hope not.  

 

Eddie Caumiant stated they are very happy to be a part of making this transition into a 

private employer. The bargaining unit is ready to do their part in this project and happy to do it. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 R2017-77 Resolution Authorizing Termination of Contractual Agreement with ETSB, 

was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Lisa Gregory. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 R2017-78 Resolution Accepting the Bid and Authorizing the Execution of a Contract 

with Entler Excavating Company, Inc. for 2017 Miscellaneous Sanitary & Storm Sewer 

Improvement Project, City Project 2017-09, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilman Pat 

McDaniel. 

 

 Councilman David Horn asked if Entler had done any work that would have involved the 

MBE Ordinance before and were they compliant. City Manager Tim Gleason said yes they had 

been and exceeded at times.  Councilman Charles Kuhle asked in past history what percentage 

over estimates had the Council decided was too much. City Manager Tim Gleason explained that 

sometimes we find that we are in a percentage more than what we see tonight, but in every 

instance we had to bring it before Council because it is work that needs to be done or equipment 

that needs to be purchased.  

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 
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R2017-79 Resolution Approving the Expenditure of City Funds to Purchase Fiber Build 

Services for Phase 2 of the City Fiber Project from the Illinois Department of Innovation & 

Technology, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Lisa Gregory. 

 

 Councilwoman Lisa Gregory thanked the Buffett Foundation for their many contributions 

to our community.  

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 2017-26 Ordinance Rezoning Property R-3 Single Family Residence District to B-1 

Neighborhood Shopping District 1210 South Jasper, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Ordinance do pass; seconded by Councilman Pat 

McDaniel. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

 2017-27 Ordinance Amending Zoning Ordinance Section XII. B-2 Commercial District, 

was presented. 

 

 Councilman Pat McDaniel moved the Ordinance do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Dana Ray. 

 

 City Planner Suzy Stickle stated they are looking to allow animal kennels as a conditional 

use permit in the B-2 zoning district. Staff is of the opinion that having the animal kennel as a B-

2 conditional use is similar to an animal hospital with an outdoor kennel not less than 100 feet to 

a residential district. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe stated 100 feet did not seem that far away from a 

residential area. City Planner Suzy Stickle stated that because it is a conditional use permit, if 

Council felt in a particular situation that came before them that 200 feet made more sense in a 

particular area, Council could decide on a case by case basis. Councilman Bill Faber asked what 

was driving the change. City Planner Suzy Stickle stated there was a question about animal 

clinics and animal kennels and when staff looked at it they determined it made sense that it 

become a conditional use permit in the B-2 and match up as it is permitted in M-1 for animal 

clinics and animal kennels. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 
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2017-28 Ordinance Amending Zoning Ordinance Section XXV, Signage, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Ordinance do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Lisa Gregory. 

 

 Councilman David Horn asked if all of the billboard space on I-72 currently occupied by 

active number of advertisement and amount of possible billboards.   City Manager Tim Gleason 

stated he was not sure.  He said he could check and report back to Council. Councilman David 

Horn asked what the advantages would be in having these larger billboards.  City Manager Tim 

Gleason said this would be consistent with some of the comparable communities in the area and 

there is a desirability component from some of the entities that expressed interest in building out 

along the interstate. Corporation Counsel Wendy Morthland explained that this is strictly for 

signage which is not affected by the billboard regulations. Councilman Charles Kuhle asked if 

Council could see some examples of the signage. City Manager Tim Gleason stated it is the 

typical extremely large interstate sign. Staff actually reduced the size of the signage that we 

brought before Council.  

 

 Chad Bruner with Love’s Travels Stop shared that they have a piece of property along the 

interstate and they have been working with City staff to come up with the Zoning amendment. If 

you look at our other stores across Illinois, the signs are 1200 square feet and we are reducing 

that down to approximately 830 square feet here. You have to make sure a vehicle can recognize 

the sign, slow down, and exit the highway safely. Mr. Bruner stated that this type of Ordinance is 

important to their business because it allows them to be seen and be successful.   

 

 City Manager Tim Gleason stated while he appreciated Mr. Bruner stepping forward on 

this item and volunteering this information he wanted to make sure that we do not create the 

expectation that Council will know the businesses related to items like this.  We have to protect 

the integrity of the process and if this was denied, we want to make sure we protect the City 

because of this known project.   

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, Charles Kuhle, Pat McDaniel, Dana 

Ray, and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Councilmen David Horn and Bill Faber voted 

nay. Five ayes and two nays. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

2017-29 Ordinance Rezoning Property R-1 Single Family Residence District to M-1 

Intense Commercial/Light Industrial District 3900 Block of County Fair Drive, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Ordinance do pass; seconded by Councilman Pat 

McDaniel. 

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 
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Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe called for Consent Calendar Items A through G and asked if 

any Council member wished to have an item removed from Consent Calendar. Councilman Pat 

McDaniel removed Item D and Councilman Bill Faber removed Item E. The Clerk read Items A, 

B, C, F, and G:  

 

A. Receiving and Filing of Minutes of Boards and Commissions 

B. 2017-30 Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 67.1 Floodplain Protection 

Provisions 

C. R2017-80 Resolution Ascertaining Prevailing  Rate of Wages for Construction of 

Public Works by Contract 

F. R2017-81 Resolution Authorizing Application and Execution of Technical 

Assistance Grant Contract with the Illinois Department of Transportation for 

Section 5305 State Planning and Research (Technical Services) Grant 

G. R2017-82 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Change Order Cummins 

Crosspoint 

 

Councilwoman Dana Ray moved Items A, B, C, F, and G be approved by Omnibus Vote; 

seconded by Councilman Pat McDaniel, and on call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David 

Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted 

aye. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

Item D. R2017-83 Resolution Authorizing Agreement for Lobbying Services Curry and 

Associated L.L.C., was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Lisa Gregory moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilman 

Pat McDaniel. 

 

 Councilman Pat McDaniel asked if consultants the City hires could give a periodic 

address to the Council and public to give a little more understanding of what issues 

municipalities are dealing with.  

 

 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

Item E. R2017-84 Resolution Approving and Determining the Need for Confidentiality of 

Minutes of Closed Meetings, was presented. 

 

 Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the Resolution do pass; seconded by Councilwoman 

Lisa Gregory. 

 

 Councilman Bill Faber stated he was being asked to vote on this item without any idea 

what is in the minutes. He asked to have all the minutes tendered to him to review so he could 

make an informed vote.  
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 Upon call of the roll, Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Councilman Bill Faber voted 

nay. Six ayes and one nay. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe declared the motion carried. 

 

Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe called for Other Business. Councilman Charles Kuhle shared 

that in Michigan City, Indiana there is a beautiful bridge over the interstate with a sign that says 

Michigan City and it is illuminated at night. He thought it would be great if there was a sign over 

the bridge at Interstate 72 that says Decatur – Forsyth.  

 

Councilman Pat McDaniel stated someone might want to reach out to Mr. Paulin and tell 

him he might want to reach out to the ICC who is responsible for setting the laws on railroads. 

City Manager Tim Gleason said he would reach out to Mr. Paulin. Councilman Pat McDaniel 

wanted to stress that businesses work on soft skills.   

 

Councilman Bill Faber asked if the Town Hall meeting regarding jobs had been 

scheduled yet. City Manager Tim Gleason stated it had not been scheduled, but there will be an 

Economic Development forum in July. 

 

Councilman Bill Faber asked if the Mayor was serving as the Liquor Commissioner or 

had someone else been appointed to that position. Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe stated Councilman 

Pat McDaniel had been appointed to the position.     

 

Councilwoman Dana Ray moved the regular Council meeting be adjourned; seconded by 

Councilman Charles Kuhle. Councilmen Lisa Gregory, David Horn, Charles Kuhle, Pat 

McDaniel, Dana Ray, Bill Faber and Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe voted aye. Mayor Julie Moore 

Wolfe declared the Council meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 

 

Approved ___________________ 

Debra G. Bright 

City Clerk 
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Public Works

DATE: 5/26/2007

MEMO: 2017-31

TO: Honorable Mayor Moore Wolfe and City Council Members

FROM: Tim Gleason, City Manager
Richard G. Marley, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:  Ordinance Annexing Territory-3324 Ferris Drive 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the subject annexation
petition be approved. 

BACKGROUND:  
The subject property adjoins Decatur City limits on the west and east.  Property to the north
and south is located in the County. The lot contains approximately 0.642 acres. The lot is
improved with a residence. The property owner wished to annex to obtain city services. The
following information is relevant to the areas in question.
 
1.  City water is currently available and not connected to the subject property.
 
2.  No additional public infrastructure or municipal services are needed or contemplated.
 
3.  Decatur Fire response distance and time averages 5.3 miles and 10.5 minutes,
respectively.
 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:  None 

POTENTIAL OBJECTIONS:  None 

INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES:  The plat and annexation request has been
reviewed by Engineering, Finance, Fire, Legal, Macon County Health Department, Municipal
Services Division, Planning & Building Services, Neighborhood Services, and Water
Services.  All of the reviewers recommend the annexation be approved. 

STAFF REFERENCE:  Richard Marley, Public Works Director and Matt Newell, City
Engineer. Richard Marley will be in attendance at the City Council meeting to answer any
questions of the council on this item. 
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BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS:  Based on current assessed value, approximately
$657 in real estate, $67 in motor fuel and $243 in state income taxes may be realized
annually by annexing the property. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
2017-31 Ordinance Ordinance
2017-31 Petition Backup Material
2017-31 Plat Backup Material
2017-31 Vicinity Map Backup Material

Page 11 of 124



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE ANNEXING TERRITORY   

    3324 Ferris Drive  

 

 

WHEREAS, there having been filed with the City Clerk, and by said Clerk presented to  

the Council herewith, the petition under oath of James & Misty Getz requesting that there be  

annexed to the City territory described as: 

 

 

LOT THIRTY-NINE (39) OF SOUTH HILLTOP SUBDIVISION, AS PER PLAT RECORDED IN   

BOOK 300, PAGE 212, OF THE RECORDS IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF MACON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS. COMMONLY KNOWN AS 3324 FERRIS DRIVE, DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62521 

 

PIN# 17-12-33-302-006 

 

  

           WHEREAS, it appears said petition is signed by the owners of record of all land 

within such territory and by at least 51% of the electors residing therein, and that said 

territory is contiguous to the City and not within the corporate limits of any city, village or 

incorporated town or other municipality, and, 

 

 WHEREAS, notice of intention to take action for annexation has been given as 

required. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS: 

 

 Section 1.  That said petition and the request thereof be, and the same are hereby, 

approved. 
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 Section 2.  That said territory hereinabove described, along with all parts of public 

highways therein or next and adjacent thereto not heretofore annexed, if any, be, and the 

same are hereby, annexed to and are incorporated into the limits of the City of Decatur, 

Illinois, a municipal corporation. 

 

 Section 3.  That a plat of said annexed premises is attached hereto and hereby made a 

part hereof.  

 

 Section 4.  That the City Clerk shall cause certified copies of this ordinance to be 

filed with the County Clerk and recorded by the Recorder of Deeds of Macon County, 

Illinois. 

 

 PRESENTED, PASSED, APPROVED AND RECORDED this 19th day of June, 

2017. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

                                                                    JULIE MOORE WOLFE, MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

                     CITY CLERK 
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Public Works

DATE: 6/1/2017

MEMO: 2017-36

TO: Honorable Mayor Moore Wolfe and City Council

FROM: Timothy Gleason, City Manager
Richard G. Marley, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:  
Resolution to approve Professional Services Agreement with Wachs Water Services to
Perform the Water Main Valve Assessment Project
City Project 2017-13
 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that the City Council approve
the attached Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign, and the City Clerk to attest, a
Professional Services Agreement between the City of Decatur and Wachs Water Services to
provide professional services for the Water Main Valve Assessment Project for a total not to
exceed fee of $413,196.26.  The project amount includes a $30,000 contingency to assist
with emergency repairs as needed.  The agreement is for a period of 3 years beginning in
July 2017 and ending on December 31, 2019, for a total 3 year cost not to exceed
$413,196.26. 

BACKGROUND:  
The City maintains approximately 535 miles of water mains including nearly 6,000 main line
valves that control the flow of water throughout the system.  Many of the City's valves have
not been operated in decades.  An important part of managing a water main system is to have
accurate location and condition information for all main line valves.  The Water Main Valve
Assessment Project will exercise (open and close or close and open) all the main line valves
in the City's water main system, verify their location, verify their condition, and input this
information into the City's Geographic Information System (GIS) maps.  With the
information gathered, the Public Works Department will schedule necessary repairs and
continuing maintenance.
 
The project will assess approximately 1/3rd of the main line valves each year for 3 years.
 
Request for Proposals (RFP)
The City of Decatur advertised a Request for Proposals to provide professional services to
perform an assessment of the nearly 6,000 main line valves controlling the City's water main
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system on March 8, 2017.  On March 28, 2017, the City received proposals from the
following firms:
 

1. M.E. Simpson Company, Valparaiso, IN
2. Wachs Water Services, Buffalo Grove, IL

 
City staff reviewed the proposals and recommends Council approve a Professional Service
Agreement with Wachs Water Services as the firm best qualified to perform the work.
 
Scope of Work
The Water Main Valve Assessment Project will include the following work items:
 

1. Locate and identify the main line valves
2. Clean the valve box by removing debris to enable free access to the valve.
3. Inspect the valve and input the various inspection items into the City's GIS database.
4. Exercise the valve by closing and opening (or opening and closing) it several times to

assure that it is functioning properly and note any concerns that may arise.  Some of the
system's larger valves require hundreds of turns to fully open and close them.

5. Use global positioning instruments to locate those valves which are not accurately
shown on the City's GIS maps.

6. Work with City staff on the inspection work plan and coordinate the necessary repairs
that are identified in the project.

 
SCHEDULE:  The services approved in this agreement will start in July and 1/3rd of the
main line valves will be inspected each year for the next 3 years with the project ending in
December 2019.
 
 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:  
There has been no prior City Council action on this project.
 
The City's 2017 Capital Improvement Plan has allocated $550,000 for this project over the
next 3 fiscal years.
 

POTENTIAL OBJECTIONS:  There are no known objections. 

INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES:  
City Legal Department
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  The Professional Services Agreement was sent to Legal for review
and approved on May 22, 2017 by Wendy Morthland.
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STAFF REFERENCE:  Richard Marley, Public Works Director, Randy Miller, Water
Services Manager and Matt Newell, City Engineer. Richard Marley will be at the City
Council meeting to answer any questions of the Council on this item. This memorandum was
prepared by Matt Newell, City Engineer. 

BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS:  
Budget Impact:  The proposed Professional Services Agreement with Wachs Water
Services is for a total not to exceed fee of $413,196.26.  Funding for this project was
allocated in the FY2017 - 2022 Capital Improvement Plan and project costs will be paid
from the Water Fund which is supported by the water fees.
 
Staffing Impact:  Staff time has been allocated for managing the project.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Resolution Wachs Water Services Resolution Letter
Professional Services Agreement Wachs Backup Material
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RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH  

PURE TECHNOLOGIES US INC. DBA WACHS WATER SERVICES  

FOR THE WATER MAIN VALVE ASSESSMENT PROJECT 

CITY PROJECT 2017-13 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DECATUR, 

ILLINOIS: 

 

 
 Section 1.  That the Professional Services Agreement authorizing water main valve 
assessments for the Water Main Valve Assessment Project, City Project 2017-13, presented 
to the City Council herewith between the City of Decatur and Pure Technologies US Inc. dba 
Wachs Water Services, be, and the same is hereby, received, placed on file and approved. 
 
 Section 2.  That the Mayor and the City Clerk be, and they are hereby, authorized and 
directed to execute said Agreement between the City of Decatur, Illinois and Pure 
Technologies US Inc. dba Wachs Water Services, for a total amount not to exceed 
$413,196.26. 
 
 PRESENTED and ADOPTED this 19th day of June, 2017. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
        Julie Moore Wolfe, Mayor  
 

 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
 Debra G. Bright, City Clerk 
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Public Works

DATE: 6/12/2017

MEMO: 2017-38

TO: Honorable Mayor Moore Wolfe and City Council Members

FROM: Tim Gleason, City Manager
Richard G. Marley, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:  Resolution Authorizing the First Amendment for an Intergovernmental
Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation for Midwest Inland Port Study. 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that the City Council approve
the attached Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign and the City Clerk to attest the First
Amendment for an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Illinois Department of
Transportation for Midwest Inland Port Study.  This amendment extends the grant contract
time from June 30, 2017 to June 30, 2018. 

BACKGROUND:  
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) have agreed to provide grant funding to the City of
Decatur to prepare a Midwest Inland Port Transportation Plan and a Capital Improvements
Plan to Implement the Transportation Plan for the City. The general area to be studied is
shown on Exhibit 1, attached.  This planning project consists of two district parts conducted
sequentially, generally described as follows:
 

1. Midwest Inland Port (MIP) Transportation Plan.  The focus of this work is to
prepare a transportation plan for the MIP analyzing existing facilities and suggesting
improvement opportunities for multi-modal freight hub development in Decatur and the
Central Illinois region.  The plan will identify missing links to add and barriers to
remove to provide an integrated system of freight transportation in Decatur offering a
full range of freight transportation options.  This work will be 80% funded with Federal
transportation planning funds administered by the Illinois Department of Transportation
and 20% funded by a DCEO grant.  The selected consultant shall comply with all
Federal aid requirements.

2. Midwest Inland Port (MIP) Transportation Capital Improvements Plan (CIP). 
The focus of this work is to prepare the CIP for the MIP Transportation Plan.  The CIP
will require sufficient preparation of preliminary concept plans for recommended
improvements so that a reliable total project budget and implementation schedule can
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be prepared.  This work will include estimating costs for right-of-way acquisition,
utility relocation, construction and engineering.  This work is 100% funded by a DCEO
grant.

 
CONSULTANT SELECTION:  URS Corporation, Decatur, IL, was selected to perform
the MIP Transportation Plan and Capital Improvements Plan through a competitive,
qualifications based process. The City's selection panel consisted of Engineering Division
and DUATS staff with assistance from the Macon County Engineer. The panel interviewed
two firms, TransSystems of Schaumburg, IL, and URS of Decatur. The panel unanimously
recommended URS Corporation for the work. Council approved an engineering service
agreement on February 2, 2015.
 
NOTICE TO PROCEED AND NOTICE TO HALT WORK:  URS Corporation was
given notice to proceed with the study on April 24, 2015. Initial work started, however both
IDOT and DCEO ordered all work on the project to halt on June 30, 2015 due to lack of a
budget for the State of Illinois. Later, IDOT notified the City could resume work on July 1,
2016, however DCEO did not authorize resuming work. Since IDOT's grant required a 20%
co-pay which was to come from DCEO, the City was not able to resume work.
 
SCHEDULE:  Work on the project cannot resume until a funding source is found for the
20% copay requirement for the IDOT grant.
 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:  
September 29, 2017 - City Council approved Resolution R2014-110, authorizing an
Intergovernmental Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation providing
$180,000 for Midwest Inland Port Study

 
October 20, 2014 - City Council approved Resolution R2014-126, authorizing an
Intergovernmental Agreement with the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity providing $250,000 for the Midwest Inland Port Study

 
February 2, 2015 - City Council approved Resolution 2015-11, authorizing an
Agreement with URS Corporation for preparation of the Midwest Inland Port
Transportation Plan and Capital Improvements Plan, City Project 2014-06.

 

POTENTIAL OBJECTIONS:  There are no known objections to this resolution. 

INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES:  Illinois Department of Transportation. 

STAFF REFERENCE:  Richard Marley, Public Works Director. Richard Marley will be
in attendance at the City Council meeting to answer any questions of the Council on this
item. 
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BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS:  This project is planned to be funded with grants
from the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Development. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Resolution Amendment to the IGA Resolution Letter
Exhibit 1 Map Exhibit
Amendment to IGA Backup Material
Orig Agreement MPO-Decatur UPP
MIP Backup Material
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RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 

 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FIRST AMENDMENT FOR THE 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 

THE MIDWEST INLAND PORT STUDY 

CITY PROJECT 2014-06 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DECATUR, 

ILLINOIS: 

 

 

  Section 1.  That the First Amendment for the Intergovernmental Agreement between 

the City of Decatur, Illinois, and the Illinois Department of Transportation for the Midwest 

Inland Port Study, presented to the City Council herewith, be, and the same is hereby, 

received, placed on file and approved. 

 

  Section 2.  That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they are hereby, authorized and 

directed to sign the First Amendment for the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Illinois 

Department of Transportation for the Midwest Inland Port Study on behalf of the City of 

Decatur. 

  

  

 PRESENTED and ADOPTED this 19th day of June, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

        Julie Moore Wolfe, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

      Debra G. Bright, City Clerk 
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BoBS 2806 (Rev.12/20/2015)                        Page 1 of 1                MPO-Decatur MIP Amend1 2015BoBS1029 1775104101 
6 March 2017                        Appropriation Code: 011-49401-1900-1000 

  

     

   

 

 

 

FIRST AMENDMENT 
FOR THE AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF DECATUR 

 (2015BoBS1029) 1775104101 
 

The undersigned DEPARTMENT and GOVERNMENTAL BODY (the PARTIES) agree that the following shall 
amend the AGREEMENT referenced herein.  All terms and conditions set forth in the original agreement, not 
amended herein, shall remain in full force and effect as written.  In the event of conflict, the terms of this 
amendment shall prevail.  This amendment is in the best interest of the State of Illinois and is authorized by law. 
 
1. DESCRIPTION OF AGREEMENT  To analyze existing facilities and recommend improvements for the multi-

modal freight hub development in Decatur’s metropolitan area. 
 

2. EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT: AMENDMENT is effective June 30, 2017. 
 

3. DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT:  This AMENDMENT extends the AGREEMENT’s expiration date to June 
30, 2018 to complete the work of the AGREEMENT’s Part 5 - Scope of Services. 

 
4. ATTACHMENTS AND INCORPORATIONS:  None. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the PARTIES have caused this AGREEMENT AMENDMENT to be executed on the 
dates shown below by representatives authorized to bind the respective PARTIES. 

 

FOR THE GOVERNMENTAL BODY: 

   

Julie Moore Wolfe, Mayor  Date 

Attest: ________________________________________________ 
                           Debra G. Bright, City Clerk                               

  

Governmental Body Name 

                                                    City of Decatur  
Legal Address 
                                              1 Gary K. Anderson Plaza 
City, State, Zip 

                                              Decatur, IL 62523 
Contact:  Richard G. Marley     
email:  rmarley@decaturil.gov 
 

    

FOR THE DEPARTMENT: 

 

  William M. Barnes, Chief Counsel   

Erin Aleman, Bureau Chief, Planning               (Approved as to form)   

  Jeff Heck, Chief Fiscal Officer, Director of Finance & 
Administration 

  

     

Erin Aleman, Director, Office of Planning & Programming     

  Randall S. Blankenhorn,  Secretary of Transportation  Date 
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CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM 

NO.  2017-13 

 

 

June 14, 2017 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe and City Council 

 

FROM: Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Wendy Morthland, Corporation Counsel 

   

SUBJECT: Franchise Agreement 

 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION:  An item on the agenda for the meeting of June 19, 2017, 

is a resolution authorizing execution of Franchise Agreement.  City staff recommends approval.   

 

BACKGROUND:  This Franchise Agreement contains nearly the same terms as the current one, 

but is formatted differently as it is based on a master franchise renewal document completed with 

the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and being used through the State.   

 

POTENTIAL OBJECTIONS:  None anticipated at this time. 

 

INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES:  City Manager, Economic and Urban Development, 

Finance staff. 

 

STAFF REFERENCES:  Any questions may be forwarded to Tim Gleason at 

TGleason@decaturil.gov or 217-424-2801, Wendy Morthland at wmorthland@decaturil.gov. 

 

BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS:  None. 
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RESOLUTION NO. R2017-_____ 

 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 

FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 

-COMCAST OF ILLINOIS/INDIANA/OHIO, LLC- 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DECATUR, 
ILLINOIS: 
 

Section 1:  That the Franchise Agreement presented to the Council herewith, between the 

City of Decatur and Comcast of Illinois/Indiana/Ohio, LLC, regarding the cable system serving 

the City be, and the same is hereby received, placed on file and approved. 

Section 2:  That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they are hereby, authorized and 

directed to sign, seal, and attest said Franchise Agreement on behalf of the City. 

PRESENTED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of June, 2017. 

 

___________________________________ 
                                                                                JULIE MOORE WOLFE, MAYOR       
 

 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
                        CITY CLERK                          
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CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE AGREEMENT  

BY AND BETWEEN 

The 

CITY OF DECATUR 

And 
COMCAST OF ILLINOIS/ INDIANA/ OHIO, LLC 

 
This Franchise Agreement (hereinafter, the “Agreement” or “Franchise Agreement”) is 

made between the City of Decatur, Illinois (hereinafter, the “City”) and Comcast of Illinois/ 
Indiana/ Ohio, LLC, (hereinafter, “Grantee”) this____ day of _________, ______ (the “Effective 
Date”).  

The City, having determined that the financial, legal, and technical abilities of the 
Grantee are reasonably sufficient to provide the services, facilities, and equipment necessary to 
meet the future cable-related needs of the community, desires to enter into this Franchise 
Agreement with the Grantee for the construction, operation and maintenance of a Cable System 
on the terms and conditions set forth herein.  

This Agreement is entered into by and between the parties under the authority of the 
Cable Act, (47 U.S.C. §§ 521 et seq.)  the Illinois Constitution of 1970, including the City’s 
home rule powers, and the Illinois Municipal Code, as amended from time to time, and shall be 
governed by the Cable Act and the Illinois Municipal Code, as amended from time to time; 
provided that any provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code that are inconsistent with the Cable 
Act shall be deemed to be preempted and superseded. 

SECTION 1:  Definition of Terms  

For the purpose of this Franchise Agreement, capitalized terms, phrases, words, and 
abbreviations shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Cable Act, unless otherwise 
defined herein.  

"Cable Act" or "Act" means the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, as amended 
by the Cable Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 and the Telecommunications 
Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. §§ 521 et seq., as the same may be amended from time to time. 

“Cable Operator” means any Person or group of Persons who provides Cable Service 
over a Cable System and directly or through one or more affiliates owns a significant interest in 
such Cable System; or who otherwise controls or is responsible for, through any arrangement, 
the management and operation of such a Cable System. 

"Cable Service" or “Service” means the one-way transmission to Subscribers of Video 
Programming or Other Programming Service and Subscriber interaction, if any, which is 
required for the selection or use of such Video Programming or Other Programming Service.  

“Cable System” or “System,” has the meaning set forth in 47 U.S.C. § 522 of the Cable 
Act, and means Grantee's facilities, consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and 
associated signal generation, reception and control equipment, that is designed to provide Cable 
Service which includes Video Programming and which is provided to multiple Subscribers 
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within the Franchise Area, but such term does not include (i) a facility that serves only to re-
transmit the television signals of one or more television broadcast stations;  (ii) a facility that 
serves Subscribers without using any public right-of-way, (iii) a facility of a common carrier 
which is subject, in whole or in part, to the provisions of Title II of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended, except that such a facility shall be considered a Cable System (other than for 
purposes of section 621(c) of the Cable Act) to the extent such facility is used in the transmission 
of Video Programming directly to Subscribers, unless the extent of such use is solely to provide 
Interactive On-Demand Services; (iv) an open video system that complies with section 653 of the 
Cable Act;  or (v) any facilities of any electric utility used solely for operating its electric utility 
systems.  

  “Channel” or “Cable Channel” means a portion of the electromagnetic frequency 
spectrum which is used in a Cable System and which is capable of delivering a television 
channel as a television channel is defined by the Federal Communications Commission by 
regulation.  

“City” means the City of Decatur, Illinois or the lawful successor, transferee, designee, or 
assignee thereof. 

“Customer” or “Subscriber” means a Person who lawfully receives and pays for Cable 
Service with the Grantee’s express permission.  

“FCC” means the Federal Communications Commission or successor governmental 
entity thereto.  

“Franchise” means the initial authorization, or renewal thereof, issued by the City, 
whether such authorization is designated as a franchise, agreement, permit, license, resolution, 
contract, certificate, ordinance or otherwise, which authorizes the construction or operation of 
the Cable System.  

“Franchise Agreement” or “Agreement” shall mean this Agreement and any amendments 
or modifications hereto.  

“Franchise Area” means the present legal boundaries of the City as of the Effective Date, 
and shall also include any additions thereto, by annexation or other legal means as provided in 
this Agreement.  

“Grantee” shall mean Comcast of Illinois/ Indiana/ Ohio, LLC.  

“Gross Revenue” means the Cable Service revenue received by the Grantee from the 
operation of the Cable System in the Franchise Area to provide Cable Services, calculated in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Cable Service revenue includes 
monthly Basic Cable Service, cable programming service regardless of Service Tier, premium 
and pay-per-view video fees, advertising and home shopping revenue, installation fees and 
equipment rental fees.  Gross revenues shall also include such other revenue sources from Cable 
Service delivered over the Cable System as may now exist or hereafter develop, provided that 
such revenues, fees, receipts, or charges may be lawfully included in the gross revenue base for 
purposes of computing the City’s permissible franchise fee under the Cable Act, as amended 
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from time to time.  Gross Revenue shall not include refundable deposits, bad debt, investment 
income, programming launch support payments, third party advertising sales commissions and 
agency fees, nor any taxes, fees or assessments imposed or assessed by any governmental 
authority.  Gross Revenues shall include amounts collected from Subscribers for Franchise Fees 
pursuant to City of Dallas, Texas v. F.C.C., 118 F.3d 393 (5th Cir. 1997), and amounts collected 
from non-Subscriber revenues in accordance with the Court of Appeals decision resolving the 
case commonly known as the “Pasadena Decision,” City of Pasadena, California et. al., 

Petitions for Declaratory Ruling on Franchise Fee Pass Through Issues, CSR 5282-R, 

Memorandum Opinion and Order, 16 FCC Rcd. 18192 (2001), and In re: Texas Coalition of 

Cities for Utility Issues v. F.C.C., 324 F.3d 802 (5th Cir. 2003).   

 “Initial Franchise Service Area” means that portion of the Franchise Area served by the 
Grantee’s Cable System as of the Effective Date of this Franchise Agreement.  

“Person” means any natural person or any association, firm, partnership, joint venture, 
corporation, or other legally recognized entity, whether for-profit or not-for profit, but shall not 
mean the City.  

“Public, Educational and Governmental (PEG) Access Channel” shall mean a video 
Channel designated for non-commercial use by the City, the public, and/or educational 
institutions such as public or private schools, but not “home schools,” community colleges, and 
universities. 

“Public, Educational and Government (PEG) Access Programming” shall mean non-
commercial programming produced by any City residents or organizations, schools and 
government entities and the use of designated facilities, equipment and/or Channels of the Cable 
System in accordance with 47 U.S.C. 531 and this Agreement. 

“Public Way” shall mean, pursuant and in addition to the City’s Right of Way Ordinance 
Chapter 41.4 of the City Code, the surface of, and the space above and below, any street, alley, 
other land or waterway, dedicated or commonly used for pedestrian or vehicular traffic or other 
similar purposes, including, but not limited to, public utility easements and other easements 
dedicated for compatible uses, now or hereafter held by the City in the Franchise Area, to the 
extent that the City has the right and authority to authorize, regulate, or permit the location of 
facilities other than those of the City. Public Way shall not include any real or personal City 
property that is not specifically described in this definition and shall not include City buildings, 
fixtures, and other structures and improvements, regardless of whether they are situated in the 
Public Way.  

“Standard Installation” means those installations to Subscribers that are located up to one 
hundred twenty-five (125) feet from the existing distribution system (Cable System).  

 “Video Programming” or “Programming” means programming provided by, or generally 
considered comparable to programming provided by, a television broadcast station. 

SECTION 2:  Grant of Authority  
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2.1.  Pursuant to Section 621(a) of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 541 (a), and 65 ILCS 
5/11-42-11(a) of the Illinois Municipal Code, the Illinois Constitution, and Ordinance No. 
________________ approving and authorizing the execution of this Agreement, the City hereby 
grants to the Grantee a nonexclusive Franchise authorizing the Grantee to construct and operate a 
Cable System in the Public Ways within the Franchise Area, and for that purpose to erect, install, 
construct, repair, replace, reconstruct, maintain, or retain in any Public Way such poles, wires, 
cables, conductors, ducts, conduits, vaults, manholes, pedestals, amplifiers, appliances, 
attachments, and other related property or equipment as may be necessary or appurtenant to the 
Cable System, and to provide such services over the Cable System as may be lawfully allowed.  

2.2.  Term of Franchise.  The term of the Franchise granted hereunder shall be ten (10) 
years from the Effective Date, unless the Franchise is renewed or is lawfully terminated in 
accordance with the terms of this Franchise Agreement and/or applicable law.  From and after 
the Effective Date of this Franchise Agreement, the Parties acknowledge that this Franchise 
Agreement is intended to be the sole and exclusive Franchise Agreement between the Parties 
pertaining to the Grantee’s Franchise for the provision of Cable Service.  

2.3. Renewal. Any renewal of this Franchise shall be governed by and comply with 
the provisions of Section 626 of the Cable Act, as amended,  and any applicable State law which 
may exist at the time of renewal and which is not superseded by the Cable Act. 

2.4.  Police Powers.  Nothing in this Franchise Agreement shall be construed as an 
abrogation by the City of any of its police powers to adopt and enforce generally applicable 
ordinances deemed necessary for the health, safety, and welfare of the public, and the Grantee 
shall comply with all generally applicable laws and ordinances enacted by the City pursuant to 
such police power. 

2.5. Reservation of Authority.  Nothing in this Franchise Agreement shall (A) 
abrogate the right of the City to perform any public works or public improvements of any 
description, (B) be construed as a waiver of any codes or ordinances of general applicability 
promulgated by the City, or (C) be construed as a waiver or release of the rights of the City in 
and to the Public Ways. 

2.6.  Competitive Equity.  

2.6.1.  In the event the City grants an additional Franchise to use and occupy any 
Public Way for the purposes of operating a Cable System, the additional Franchise shall only be 
granted in accordance with the Illinois Level Playing Field Statute, 65 ILCS 5/11-42-11. 

2.6.2. In the event an application for a new cable television franchise or other 
similar authorization is filed with the City proposing to serve the Franchise Area, in whole or in 
part, the City shall to the extent permitted by law promptly notify the Grantee, or require the 
Grantee to be notified, and include a copy of such application.  

2.6.3. Provided that appropriate vehicle safety markings have been deployed, 
Grantee’s vehicles shall be exempt from parking restrictions of the City while used in the course 
of installation, repair and maintenance work on the Cable System. 
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SECTION 3:  Construction and Maintenance of the Cable System  

3.1.  Except as may be otherwise provided in this Franchise Agreement, Grantee shall 
comply with all generally applicable provisions of Chapter 41.1, entitled “Standards for the 
Construction of Facilities in the public Rights-of-Way” of the Municipal Code of the City of 
Decatur as may be amended from time to time. 

3.2.  Aerial and Underground Construction. At the time of Cable System construction, 
if all of the transmission and distribution facilities of all of the respective public or municipal 
utilities in any area of the Franchise Area are underground, the Grantee shall place its Cable 
Systems’ transmission and distribution facilities underground, provided that such underground 
locations are actually capable of accommodating the Grantee’s cable and other equipment 
without technical degradation of the Cable System’s signal quality. In any region(s) of the 
Franchise Area where the transmission or distribution facilities of the respective public or 
municipal utilities are both aerial and underground, the Grantee shall have the discretion to 
construct, operate, and maintain all of its transmission and distribution facilities or any part 
thereof, aerially or underground. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to require the Grantee 
to construct, operate, or maintain underground any ground-mounted appurtenances such as 
customer taps, line extenders, system passive devices, amplifiers, power supplies, pedestals, or 
other related equipment.  

3.3. Undergrounding and Beautification Projects.  

3.3.1.   In the event the City requires users of the Public Way who operate aerial 
facilities to relocate such aerial facilities underground, Grantee shall participate in the planning 
for relocation of its aerial facilities, if any, contemporaneously with such users.  Grantee shall be 
reimbursed its relocation costs from public or private funds allocated for the project to the same 
extent as such funds are made available to other users of the Public Way, if any, provided that 
any utility’s exercise of authority granted under its tariff to charge consumers for the said 
utility’s cost of the project that are not reimbursed by the City shall not be considered to be 
public or private funds.  

3.3.2. The Grantee shall not be required to relocate its facilities unless it has 
been afforded at least sixty (60) days notice of the necessity to relocate its facilities.  Upon 
adequate notice the Grantee shall provide a written estimate of the cost associated with the work 
necessary to relocate its facilities.  In instances where a third party is seeking the relocation of 
the Grantee’s facilities or where the Grantee is entitled to reimbursement pursuant to the 
preceding Section, the Grantee shall not be required to perform the relocation work until it has 
received payment for the relocation work.  

SECTION 4:  Service Obligations  

 4.1.   Initial Service Obligations.  As of the Effective Date of this Agreement, Grantee’s 
Cable System has been designed to provide, and is capable of providing, Cable Service to 
residential Customers throughout the Initial Franchise Service Area.  The Grantee shall continue 
to make Cable Service available in the Initial Service Area throughout the term of this 
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Agreement and Grantee shall extend its Cable System and provide service consistent with the 
provisions of this Franchise Agreement. 

 4.2. General Service Obligation. The Grantee shall make Cable Service available 
beyond the Initial Franchise Service Area to every residential dwelling unit within the Franchise 
Area where the minimum density is at least thirty (30) dwelling units per linear Cable System 
network mile as measured from the existing Cable System’s technically feasible connection 
point. Subject to the density requirement, Grantee shall offer Cable Service to all new homes or 
previously unserved homes located within one hundred twenty-five (125) feet of the Grantee’s 
distribution cable (e.g., a Standard Installation). 

4.2.1.   The Grantee may elect to provide Cable Service to areas not meeting the 
above density and distance standards. The Grantee may impose an additional charge in excess of 
its regular installation charge for any service installation requiring a drop or line extension in 
excess of a Standard Installation. Any such additional charge shall be computed on a time plus 
materials basis plus a reasonable rate of return.  

4.2.2 The Grantee will not deny access to its Cable Service within the City 
because of the income or minority status of the residents within the City. 

4.3.  Programming.  The Grantee agrees to provide cable programming services in the 
following broad categories: 

 
Children   General Entertainment  Family Oriented 
Ethnic/Minority  Sports     Weather 
Educational    Arts, Culture and Performing Arts News & Information 

   
Pursuant and subject to federal law, all Video Programming decisions, excluding PEG Access 
Programming, are at the sole discretion of the Grantee. 

4.4.  Technical Standards.  The Grantee shall comply with all applicable technical 
standards of the FCC as published in 47 C.F.R., Part 76, Subpart K, as amended from time to 
time.  The Grantee shall cooperate with the City in conducting inspections related to these 
standards upon reasonable prior written request from the City based on a significant number of 
Subscriber complaints.   

4.5. Annexations and New/Planned Developments.  In cases of annexation the City 
shall provide the Grantee written notice of such annexation.  If the newly annexed area does not 
receive any Cable Services, Grantee and City shall meet within thirty (30) days to reach an 
agreement on the time deadline to serve the new area subject to Section 4.2 above. If the newly 
annexed area receives cable services from another Cable Operator, Grantee shall have the right, 
but not the requirement to provide Cable Services to that area.  In these circumstances, Grantee 
agrees that the City would not be required to force any Cable Operator serving the newly 
annexed area to serve the entire Franchise area in order to obtain a Franchise Agreement to 
continue serving the residents in the newly annexed area.  In cases of new construction, planned 
developments or property development where undergrounding or extension of the Cable System 
is required, the City shall provide or cause the developer or property owner to provide notice of 
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the same.  Such notices shall be provided at the time of notice to all utilities or other like 
occupants of the City’s Public Way.  If advance notice of such annexation, new construction, 
planned development or property development is not provided, the Grantee shall be allowed an 
adequate time to prepare, plan and provide a detailed report as to the timeframe for it to construct 
its facilities and provide the services required under this Franchise Agreement.  

 4.6. Service to School Buildings and Governmental Facilities. 

4.6.1.    The City and the Grantee acknowledge the provisions of 220 ILCS 5/22-
501(f), whereby the Grantee shall provide complimentary Basic Cable Service and a free 
Standard Installation at one outlet to all eligible buildings as defined in said state statute.  
Eligible buildings shall not include buildings leased to non-governmental third parties or 
buildings such as storage facilities at which government employees are not regularly stationed.  

4.6.2.  Long Drops.  The Grantee may impose an additional charge in excess of 
its regular installation charge for any service installation requiring a drop or line extension in 
excess of a Standard Installation.  Any such additional charge shall be computed on a time plus 
materials basis to be calculated on that portion of the installation that exceeds a Standard 
Installation. 

 4.7. Emergency Alerts.  At all times during the term of this Franchise Agreement, the 
Grantee shall provide and maintain an “Emergency Alert System”  (“EAS”) consistent with 
applicable Federal law and regulation – including 47 C.F.R., Part 11 and the “State of Illinois 
Emergency Alert System State Plan” – as may be amended from time to time.  Should the City 
become qualified and authorized to activate the EAS, the Grantee shall provide instructions on 
the access and use of the EAS by the City to the City on an annual basis.  The City agrees to 
indemnify and hold the Grantee harmless from any damages or penalties arising out of the 
negligence of the City, its employees or agents in using such system. 

4.8.   Customer Service Obligations.  The City and Grantee acknowledge that the 
customer service standards and customer privacy protections are set forth in the Cable and Video 
Customer Protection Law, 220 ILCS 5/22-501 et seq., and enforcement provisions are included 
in Chapter 42 of the Municipal Code.  Enforcement of such requirements and standards and the 
penalties for non-compliance with such standards shall be consistent with the Cable and Video 
Customer Protection Law, 220 ILCS 5/22-501 et seq. 

 

SECTION 5:  Oversight and Regulation by City   

5.1.  Franchise Fees.  The Grantee shall pay to the City a Franchise Fee in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of annual Gross Revenues received from the operation of the Cable 
System to provide Cable Service in the Franchise Area; provided, however, that Grantee shall 
not be compelled to pay any higher percentage of fees than any other video service provider, 
under state authorization or otherwise, providing service in the Franchise Area.  The payment of 
Franchise Fees shall be made on a quarterly basis and shall be due forty-five (45) days after the 
close of each calendar quarter.  If mailed, the Franchise Fee shall be considered paid on the date 

Page 90 of 124



8 
 

it is postmarked.  Each Franchise Fee payment shall be accompanied by a report prepared by a 
representative of the Grantee showing the basis for the computation of the franchise fees paid 
during that period.  Any undisputed Franchise Fee payment which remains unpaid in whole or in 
part, after the date specified herein shall be delinquent.  For any delinquent Franchise Fee 
payments, Grantee shall make such payments including interest at prime lending rate as quoted 
by JP Morgan Chase & Company or its successor, computed from time due until paid.  Any 
undisputed overpayments made by the Grantee to the City shall be credited upon discovery of 
such overpayment until such time when the full value of such credit has been applied to the 
Franchise Fee liability otherwise accruing under this Section. 

 5.1.1. The Parties acknowledge that, at present, the Cable Act limits the City to 
collection of a maximum permissible Franchise Fee of five percent (5%) of Gross Revenues.  In 
the event that a change in the Cable Act would allow the City to increase the Franchise Fee 
above five percent (5%), and the City actually proposes to increase the Franchise Fee in exercise 
of such authority, the City may amend the Franchise Fee percentage.  Following the 
determination to increase the Franchise Fee and enactment of an ordinance enabling the same, 
the City shall notify the Grantee of its intent to collect the increased Franchise Fee, and Grantee 
shall have a reasonable time (not to be less than ninety (90) days from receipt of notice from the 
City) to effectuate any changes necessary to begin the collection of such increased Franchise 
Fee.  In the event that the City increases said Franchise Fee, the Grantee shall notify its 
Subscribers of the City’s decision to increase said fee prior to the implementation of the 
collection of said fee from Subscribers as required by law.   

5.1.2.   In the event a change in state or federal law requires the City to reduce 
the franchise fee percentage that may be collected, the parties agree the Grantee shall reduce the 
percentage of franchise fees collected to the lower of: i) the maximum permissible franchise fee 
percentage; or ii) the lowest franchise fee percentage paid by any other Cable Operator granted a 
Cable Franchise by the City pursuant to the Cable Act, and Section 11-42-11of the Illinois 
Municipal Code; provided that: (a) such amendment is in compliance with the change in state or 
federal law; (b) the City approves the amendment by ordinance; and (c) the City notifies Grantee 
at least ninety (90) days prior to the effective date of such an amendment. 

 5.1.3.    Taxes Not Included.  The Grantee acknowledges and agrees that the term 
“Franchise Fee” does not include any tax, fee, or assessment of general applicability (including 
any such tax, fee, or assessment imposed on both utilities and Cable Operators on their services 
but not including a tax, fee, or assessment which is unduly discriminatory against Cable 
Operators or Cable Subscribers). 

5.2. Franchise Fees Subject to Audit.  The City and Grantee acknowledge that the 
audit standards are set forth in the Illinois Municipal Code at 65 ILCS 5/11-42-11.05 (Municipal 
Franchise Fee Review; Requests For Information).  Any audit shall be conducted in accordance 
with generally applicable auditing standards.  

5.3. Proprietary Information.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary set forth in 
this Agreement, the Grantee shall not be required to disclose information which it reasonably 
deems to be proprietary or confidential in nature, with the exception of the information directly 
related to an audit of Franchise Fees as set forth in Section 5.2.  The City agrees to treat any 
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information disclosed by the Grantee as confidential and only to disclose it to those employees, 
representatives, and agents of the City that have a need to know in order to enforce this Franchise 
Agreement and who agree to maintain the confidentiality of all such information.  For purposes 
of this Section, the terms “proprietary or confidential” include, but are not limited to, information 
relating to the Cable System design, customer lists, marketing plans, financial information 
unrelated to the calculation of Franchise Fees or rates pursuant to FCC rules, or other 
information that is reasonably determined by the Grantee to be competitively sensitive.  Grantee 
may make proprietary or confidential information available for inspection but not copying or 
removal by the Franchise Authority’s representative.  In the event that the City has in its 
possession and receives a request under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140/1 
et seq.), or similar law for the disclosure of information the Grantee has designated as 
confidential, trade secret or proprietary, the City shall notify Grantee of such request and 
cooperate with Grantee in opposing such request.  Grantee shall indemnify and defend the City 
from and against any claims arising from the City’s opposition to disclosure of any information 
Grantee designates as proprietary or confidential.  Compliance by the City with an opinion or 
directive from the Illinois Public Access Counselor or the Illinois Attorney General under the 
Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq., or with a decision or order of a court 
with jurisdiction over the City, shall not be a violation of this Section. 

SECTION 6:  Transfer of Cable System or Franchise or Control of Grantee  

6.1.  Neither the Grantee nor any other Person may transfer the Cable System or the 
Franchise without the prior written consent of the City, which consent shall not be unreasonably 
withheld or delayed.   

6.2.   No transfer of control of the Grantee, defined as an acquisition of fifty-one 
percent (51%) or greater ownership interest in Grantee, shall take place without the prior written 
consent of the City, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed.   

6.3.   No consent shall be required, however, for (i) a transfer in trust, by mortgage, 
hypothecation, or by assignment of any rights, title, or interest of the Grantee in the Franchise or 
in the Cable System in order to secure indebtedness, or (ii) a transfer to an entity directly or 
indirectly owned or controlled by Comcast Corporation. 

6.4.   The Grantee, and any proposed transferee under this Section 6, shall submit a 
written application to the City containing or accompanied by such information as is required in 
accordance with applicable law and FCC regulations, specifically including a completed Form 
394 or its successor, and in compliance with the processes established for transfers under FCC 
rules and regulations, including Section 617 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. §537.  Within thirty (30) 
days after receiving a request for consent, the City shall, in accordance with FCC rules and 
regulations, notify the Grantee in writing of the additional information, if any, it requires to 
determine the legal, financial and technical qualifications of the transferee or new controlling 
party.  If the City has not taken final action on the Grantee’s request for consent within one 
hundred twenty (120) days after receiving such request, consent shall be deemed granted.  As a 
condition to granting of any consent, the City may require the transferee to agree in writing to 
assume the obligations of the Grantee under this Franchise Agreement. 
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6.5.  Any transfer of control resulting from or after the appointment of a receiver or 
receivers or trustee or trustees, however denominated, designated to take over and conduct the 
business of the grantee, whether in a receivership, reorganization, bankruptcy or other action or 
proceeding, unless such receivership or trusteeship shall have been vacated prior to the 
expiration of a one hundred twenty (120) day period, shall be treated as a transfer of control 
pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §537 and require the City’s consent thereto in the manner described in 
Section 6 above. 

SECTION 7:  Insurance and Indemnity  

7.1.  Insurance.  Throughout the term of this Franchise Agreement, the Grantee shall, 
at its own cost and expense, maintain such insurance and provide the City certificates of 
insurance in accordance with Chapter 41.1 of the Decatur Municipal Code. 

7.2.  Indemnification.  The Grantee shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the 
City, its officers, employees, and agents (the “Indemnitees”) from and against any injuries, 
claims, demands, judgments, damages, losses and expenses, including reasonable attorney’s fees 
and costs of suit or defense (the “Indemnification Events”), arising in the course of the Grantee 
constructing and operating its Cable System within the City.  The Grantee’s obligation with 
respect to the Indemnitees shall apply to Indemnification Events which may occur during the 
term of this Agreement, provided that the claim or action is initiated within the applicable statute 
of limitations, notwithstanding that the claim may be made or action filed subsequent to the 
termination or expiration of this Agreement.  The City shall give the Grantee timely written 
notice of its obligation to indemnify and defend the City after the City’s receipt of a claim or 
action pursuant to this Section.  For purposes of this Section, the word “timely” shall mean 
within a time period that does not cause prejudice to the respective positions of the Grantee 
and/or the City.  If the City elects in its own discretion to employ additional counsel, the costs for 
such additional counsel for the City shall be the responsibility of the City. 

7.2.1. The Grantee shall not indemnify the City for any liabilities, damages, costs 
or expense resulting from any conduct for which the City, its officers, employees and agents may 
be liable under the laws of the State of Illinois. 

7.2.2. Nothing herein shall be construed to limit the Grantee’s duty to indemnify 
the City by reference to the limits of insurance coverage described in this Agreement. 

SECTION 8:  Public, Educational and Governmental (PEG) Access 

8.1. PEG Capacity.  The Grantee shall provide capacity for the City’s noncommercial 
Public, Educational and Governmental Access (“PEG”) Programming through two Channels (the 
“Channels”) on the Grantee’s Cable System.  Unless otherwise agreed to by the City and the 
Grantee to the extent required by applicable law, the Channels may be carried on the Grantee’s 
basic digital service tier.  The City’s PEG Access Programming shall be provided consistent with 
Section 611 of the Cable Act, as amended from time to time.  

8.2.   Rules and Procedures for Use of  the PEG Access Channel.  The City shall be 
responsible for establishing, and thereafter enforcing, rules for the non-commercial use of the 
PEG Access Channel. 
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 8.3. Allocation and Use of the PEG Access Channel.  The Grantee does not relinquish 
its ownership of the Channels by designating it for PEG use.  However, the PEG Access 
Channels are, and shall be, operated by the City.    

 8.4.   Editorial Control.  Grantee shall not exercise any editorial control over any use of 
the PEG Access Channel except as permitted by 47 U.S.C. §531(e). 

8.5. Origination Point.  Grantee shall maintain throughout the life of this Franchise the 
current return line that is in place as of the Effective Date from City Hall to Grantee’s headend 
facility in order to enable the distribution of PEG access programming to Grantee’s residential 
customers, unless the location is no longer used by City to transmit programming. At such time 
that the City determines that it wants to establish capacity to allow its residents who subscribe to 
Grantee’s Cable Service to receive PEG Access Programming originated from Schools and/or 
City facilities (other than those having a signal point of origination at the time of the execution of 
this Agreement); or at such time that the City determines that it wants to change or upgrade a 
location from which PEG Access Programming is originated; the City will give the Grantee 
written notice detailing the point of origination and the capability sought by the City.  The 
Grantee agrees to submit a cost estimate to implement the City’s plan within a reasonable period 
of time.  After an agreement to reimburse the Grantee for its expenditure within a reasonable 
period of time, the Grantee will implement any necessary system changes within a reasonable 
period of time. 

8.6. PEG Signal Quality.  Provided the PEG signal feed is delivered by the City to the 
designated signal input point without material degradation, the PEG Channel delivery system 
from the designated signal input point shall meet the same FCC technical standards as the 
remainder of the Cable System set forth in this Agreement. 

8.7. PEG Capital Support.   At its sole discretion, the City may designate a PEG 
access capital project to be funded by the City as set forth herein.  The City shall send written 
notice of the City’s desire for Grantee to collect as an external charge a PEG Capital Fee of up to 
thirty-five cents ($0.35) per customer per month charge to be passed on to each Subscriber 
pursuant to Section 622(g)(2)(C) of the Cable Act (47 U.S.C. §542(g)(2)(C)).  The Grantee shall 
collect the external charge over a period of twelve (12) months, unless some other period is 
mutually agreed upon in writing, and shall make the PEG capital payments from such sums at 
the same time and in the same manner as Franchise Fee payments.  The notice shall include a 
detailed and itemized description of the intended utilization of the PEG Capital Fee for PEG 
Access Channel facilities and/or equipment and the Grantee shall have the opportunity to review 
and make recommendations upon the City’s plan prior to agreeing to collect and pay to the City 
the requested amount. The capital payments shall be expended for capital costs associated with 
PEG access.  Consistent with the description of the intended utilization of the PEG Capital Fee, 
the City shall be permitted to hold all or a portion of the PEG Capital Fee from year to year as a 
designated fund to permit the City to make large capital expenditures. Moreover, if the City 
chooses to borrow from itself or a financial institution, revenue for large PEG capital purchases 
or capital expenditures, the City shall be permitted to make periodic repayments using the PEG 
Capital Fee. Said PEG Capital Fee shall be imposed within one hundred twenty days (120) of the 
City’s written request.   
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8.7.1.   For any payments owed by Grantee in accordance with this Section 8.7 
which are not made on or before the due dates, Grantee shall make such payments including 
interest at an annual rate of the prime lending rate as quoted by JP Morgan Chase & Company or 
its successor, computed from time due until paid. Any undisputed overpayments made by the 
Grantee to the City shall be credited upon discovery of such overpayment until such time when 
the full value of such credit has been applied to the PEG Capital Fee liability otherwise accruing 
under this section. 

8.7.2.  Grantee and City agree that the capital obligations set forth in this 
Section are not “Franchise Fees” within the meaning of 47 U.S.C. § 542. 

8.8. Grantee Use of Unused Time.  Because the City and Grantee agree that a blank or 
underutilized PEG Access Channel is not in the public interest, in the event the City does not 
completely program a Channel, Grantee may utilize the Channel for its own purposes.  Grantee 
may program unused time on the Channel subject to reclamation by the City upon no less than 
sixty (60) days’ notice.  Except as otherwise provided herein, the programming of the PEG 
Access Channel with text messaging, or playback of previously aired programming shall not 
constitute unused time.  Text messaging containing out of date or expired information for a 
period of thirty (30) days shall be considered unused time.  A programming schedule that 
contains playback of previously aired programming that has not been updated for a period of 
ninety (90) days shall be considered unused time.  Unused time shall be considered to be a period 
of time, in excess of six (6) hours, where no community produced programming of any kind can 
be viewed on a PEG Access Channel.  Unused time shall not include periods of time where 
programming cannot be viewed that are caused by technical difficulties, transition of broadcast 
media, signal testing, replacement or repair of equipment, or installation or relocation of 
facilities. 

SECTION 9:  Enforcement of Franchise  

9.1.  Notice of Violation or Default.  In the event the City believes that the Grantee has 
not complied with a material term of the Franchise, it shall notify the Grantee in writing with 
specific details regarding the exact nature of the alleged noncompliance or default.  

9.2.  Grantee’s Right to Cure or Respond.  The Grantee shall have thirty (30) days 
from the receipt of the City’s written notice: (A) to respond to the City, contesting the assertion 
of noncompliance or default; or (B) to cure such default; or (C) in the event that, by nature of the 
default, such default cannot be cured within the thirty (30) day period, initiate reasonable steps to 
remedy such default and notify the City of the steps being taken and the projected date that the 
cure will be completed 

9.3.  Enforcement.  Subject to applicable federal and state law, and following notice 
and an opportunity to cure and respond pursuant to the provisions of Section 9.2 above, in the 
event the City determines that the Grantee is in default of any material provision of the 
Franchise, the City may, 

 9.3.1.   seek specific performance of any provision that reasonably lends itself to 
such remedy or seek other relief available at law, including declaratory or injunctive relief; or 
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 9.3.2.   in the case of a substantial or frequent default of a material provision of 
the Franchise, declare the Franchise Agreement to be revoked in accordance with the following: 

(i) The City shall give written notice to the Grantee of its intent to 
revoke the Franchise on the basis of a pattern of noncompliance by the Grantee.  The notice shall 
set forth with specificity the exact nature of the noncompliance.  The Grantee shall have ninety 
(90) days from the receipt of such notice to object in writing and to state its reasons for such 
objection.  In the event the City has not received a response from the Grantee or upon receipt of 
the response does not agree with the Grantee’s proposed remedy or in the event that the Grantee 
has not taken action to cure the default, it may then seek termination of the Franchise at a public 
hearing.  The City shall cause to be served upon the Grantee, at least ten (10) days prior to such 
public hearing, a written notice specifying the time and place of such hearing and stating its 
intent to request termination of the Franchise. 

(ii) At the designated hearing, the City shall give the Grantee an 
opportunity to state its position on the matter, present evidence and question witnesses, after 
which the City shall determine whether or not the Franchise shall be terminated.  The public 
hearing shall be on the record.  A copy of the transcript shall be made available to the Grantee at 
its sole expense.  The decision of the City shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the 
Grantee in a manner authorized by Section 10.2.  The Grantee may appeal such determination to 
any court with jurisdiction within thirty (30) days after receipt of the City’s decision.  

9.4.  Remedies Not Exclusive.  In addition to the remedies set forth in this Section 9, 
the Grantee acknowledges the City’s ability pursuant to Section 4.8 of this Franchise Agreement 
to enforce the requirements and standards, and the penalties for non-compliance with such 
standards, consistent with the Illinois Cable and Video Customer Protection Law enacted by the 
City, Chapter 42 of the Decatur Municipal Code; and, pursuant to Section 3.1 of this Franchise 
Agreement and Chapter 41.1 of the Decatur Municipal Code, to enforce the Grantee’s 
compliance with the City’s requirements regarding “Construction of Utility Facilities in the 
Rights-Of-Way.” Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted 
to permit the City to exercise such rights and remedies in a manner that permits duplicative 
recovery from, or payments by, the Grantee.  Such remedies may be exercised from time to time 
and as often and in such order as may be deemed expedient by the City. 

SECTION 10:  Miscellaneous Provisions 

10.1.  Force Majeure.  The Grantee shall not be held in default under, or in 
noncompliance with, the provisions of the Franchise, nor suffer any enforcement or penalty 
relating to noncompliance or default (including termination, cancellation or revocation of the 
Franchise), where such noncompliance or alleged defaults occurred or were caused by strike, 
riot, war, earthquake, flood, tidal wave, unusually severe rain or snow storm, hurricane, tornado 
or other catastrophic act of nature, labor disputes, failure of utility service necessary to operate 
the Cable System, governmental, administrative or judicial order or regulation or other event that 
is reasonably beyond the Grantee’s ability to anticipate or control.  This provision also covers 
work delays caused by waiting for utility providers to service or monitor their own utility poles 
on which the Grantee’s cable or equipment is attached, as well as unavailability of materials or 
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qualified labor to perform the work necessary.  Non-compliance or default shall be corrected 
within a reasonable amount of time after force majeure has ceased. 

10.2.  Notice.  Any notification that requires a response or action from a party to this 
franchise within a specific time-frame, or that would trigger a timeline that would affect one or 
both parties’ rights under this franchise, shall be in writing and shall be sufficiently given and 
served upon the other party by hand delivery, first class mail, registered or certified, return 
receipt requested, postage prepaid, or by reputable overnight courier service and addressed as 
follows:  

To the City:  To the Grantee:  

City of Decatur Comcast of Illinois/ Indiana/ Ohio, LLC 
1 Gary K. Anderson Plaza 1500 McConnor Parkway  
Decatur, IL. 62523  Schaumburg, Illinois 60173  
ATTN: City Manager ATTN: Director of Government Affairs  
 

Recognizing the widespread usage and acceptance of electronic forms of communication, emails 
and faxes will be acceptable as formal notification related to the conduct of general business 
amongst the parties to this contract, including but not limited to programming and price 
adjustment communications.  Such communication should be addressed and directed to the 
person of record as specified above.  Either party may change its address and addressee for 
notice by notice to the other party under this Section. 

10.3.  Entire Agreement.  This Franchise Agreement embodies the entire understanding 
and agreement of the City and the Grantee with respect to the subject matter hereof and 
supersedes all prior and contemporaneous agreements, understandings, negotiations and 
communications, whether written or oral.  Except for ordinances adopted pursuant to Sections 
2.4 and 2.5 of this Agreement, all ordinances or parts of ordinances related to the provision of 
Cable Service that are in conflict with or otherwise impose obligations different from the 
provisions of this Franchise Agreement are superseded by this Franchise Agreement.  

10.3.1. The City may adopt a cable television/video service provider regulatory 
ordinance that complies with applicable law, provided the provisions of any such ordinance 
adopted subsequent to the Effective Date of this Franchise Agreement shall not apply to the 
Grantee during the term of this Franchise Agreement.  

10.4.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or other portion 
of this Franchise Agreement is, for any reason, declared invalid, in whole or in part, by any 
court, agency, commission, legislative body, or other authority of competent jurisdiction, such 
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent portion. Such declaration shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof, which other portions shall continue in full 
force and effect.  If any material provision of this Agreement is made or found to be 
unenforceable by such a binding and final decision, either party may notify the other in writing 
that the Franchise has been materially altered by the change and  of the election to begin 
negotiations to amend the Franchise in a manner consistent with said proceeding or enactment; 
provided, however, that any such negotiated modification shall  be competitively neutral, and the 
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parties shall be given sufficient time to implement any changes necessitated by the agreed-upon 
modification.   

10.5.  Governing Law.  This Franchise Agreement shall be deemed to be executed in the 
State of Illinois, and shall be governed in all respects, including validity, interpretation and 
effect, and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of Illinois and/or Federal law, as 
applicable. 

10.6. Venue.  Except as to any matter within the jurisdiction of the federal courts or the 
FCC, all judicial actions relating to any interpretation, enforcement, dispute resolution or any 
other aspect of this Agreement shall be brought in the Circuit Court of the State of Illinois, 
Macon County, Illinois.  Any matter brought pursuant to the jurisdiction of the federal court shall 
be brought in the United States District Court of the Central District of Illinois.  

10.7.  Modification.  Except as provided in Sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2, no provision of this 
Franchise Agreement shall be amended or otherwise modified, in whole or in part, except by an 
instrument, in writing, duly executed by the City and the Grantee, which amendment shall be 
authorized on behalf of the City through the adoption of an appropriate ordinance or resolution 
by the City, as required by applicable law.  

10.8.  No Third-Party Beneficiaries.  Nothing in this Franchise Agreement is intended to 
confer third-party beneficiary status on any person, individual, corporation or member of the 
public to enforce the terms of this Franchise Agreement. 

10.9.  No Waiver of Rights.  Nothing in this Franchise Agreement shall be construed as 
a waiver of any rights, substantive or procedural, Grantee may have under Federal or state law 
unless such waiver is expressly stated herein.  Failure on the part of either Party to enforce any 
provision of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of the right to compel 
enforcement of such provision or any other provision. 

10.10. Validity of Franchise Agreement.  The parties acknowledge and agree in good 
faith on the validity of the provisions, terms and conditions of this Franchise Agreement, in their 
entirety, and that the Parties have the power and authority to enter into the provisions, terms, and 
conditions of this Agreement. 

10.11. Authority to Sign Agreement.   Grantee warrants to the City that it is authorized to 
execute, deliver and perform this Franchise Agreement.  The individual signing this Franchise 
Agreement on behalf of the Grantee warrants to the City that s/he is authorized to execute this 
Franchise Agreement in the name of the Grantee. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Franchise Agreement has been executed by the duly authorized 
representatives of the parties as set forth below, as of the date set forth below:  

 

For the City of Decatur:       

By: __________________________       

Name: _______________________        

Title: ________________________        

Date: ________________________        

 

For Comcast of Illinois/ Indiana/ Ohio, LLC:  

By: __________________________        

Name: John Crowley______________        

Title: Regional Senior Vice-President___        

Date: ________________________        
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Water Production

DATE: 6/6/2017

MEMO: 2017-04

TO: Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe and City Council

FROM: Tim Gleason, City Manager
Richard Marley, P.E., Public Works Director
Keith Alexander, Water Production Manager

SUBJECT:  
May Progress Report
Lake Decatur Dredging Basins 1-4 &
Oakley Sedimentation Basin Rehabilitation
City Project 2013-14
 

BACKGROUND:  
Major Work Completed

Two dredges (one in Sand Creek and one in Basin 2) continued to be simultaneously
operated.
Final punch list items were completed at the Oakley sedimentation basin.
Planning continued for the replacement of the water mains under the lake by Lost
Bridge and U.S. Route 36 Bridge.

 
Major Work Planned for the Near Term

Complete dredging Basin 2 and Sand Creek in June then begin dredging Basin 3.
Install new water main in Lake Decatur just north of Lost Bridge in June and July.

 
Budget and Schedule

This month Great Lakes Dredge & Dock dredged 61,966 cubic yards of material
from Sand Creek and 255,865 cubic yards from Basin 2.  Since dredging began in
November 2014, 6,736,935 cubic yards of material have been dredged providing 33
days of additional water supply.
The project is 63% complete, on budget and on schedule to be completed by
December 31, 2019.
The current balance of the $500,000 dredging contingency allowance for alterations,
cancellations, extension, deductions and extra work is $89,407 due to this month’s
Change Order #12 which was required to locate the exact position of City’s water
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mains in the lake by Lost Bridge and U.S. Route 36 Bridge. 

Attached are two maps indicating where dredging was completed through May.  The first
map is Sand Creek.  The second map is Basin 2.  The colored areas indicate monthly
progress.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
May 2017 Dredging Progress Sand
Creek Backup Material
May 2017 Dredging Progress Basin 2 Backup Material
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Water Production

DATE: 6/8/2017

MEMO: 2017-03

TO: Honorable Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe and City Council

FROM: Tim Gleason, City Manager
Richard Marley, P.E., Director of Public Works
Keith Alexander, Water Production Manager
Randy Miller, Water Services Manager

SUBJECT:  City of Decatur 2017 Water Quality Report 

BACKGROUND:  
Water utilities are required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to provide an
annual drinking water quality report to their customers.  The City’s 2017 report is available
for viewing on the City’s website.  A copy is also attached to this memo.
 
Due to the dedicated efforts of our Public Works staff, we are pleased to inform you that our
drinking water once again met or exceeded all state and federal standards.
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Annual Water Quality Report Backup Material
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Water testing Performed in 2016

Water

REPORT
Quality

annual

Presented By
City of Decatur

PWS ID#: IL1150150
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Important Health Information

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is 
a health risk for infants of less than six months 

of age. High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause 
blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels may rise quickly for 
short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural 
activity. If you are caring for an infant, you should ask 
advice from your health care provider.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general population. 
Immunocompromised persons such as those with 
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, those who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS 
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants may be particularly at risk from infections. 
These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the 
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants 
are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 
(800) 426-4791 or 
http://water.epa.
gov/drink/hotline.

We’ve Come a Long Way

Once again we are proud to present our annual 
water quality report covering the period from 

January 1 to December 31, 2016. In a matter of only a 
few decades, drinking water has become exponentially 
safer and more reliable than at any other point in 
human history. Our exceptional staff continues to 
work hard every day—at any hour—to deliver the 
highest-quality drinking water without interruption. 
Although the challenges ahead are many, we feel 
that by relentlessly investing in customer outreach 
and education, new treatment technologies, system 
upgrades, and training, the payoff will continue to be 
reliable, high-quality tap water delivered to you and 
your family.

Substances That 
Could Be in Water

To ensure that tap water 
is safe to drink, the 

U.S. EPA prescribes regulations 
limiting the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by 
public water systems. U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration regulations 
establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water that must provide the same 
protection for public health. Drinking 
water, including bottled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of these contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a 
health risk.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and 
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally occurring minerals, in some cases, radioactive 
material, and substances resulting from the presence of 
animals or from human activity. Substances that may 
be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, 
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, or wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, 
which can be naturally occurring or may result 
from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic 
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, 
or farming;

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a 
variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater 
runoff, and residential uses;

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including 
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are 
by-products of industrial processes and petroleum 
production and may also come from gas stations, 
urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems;

Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally 
occurring or may be the result of oil and gas production 
and mining activities.

For more information about contaminants and 
potential health effects, call the U.S. EPA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.
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Source Water Assessment

The Illinois EPA has completed a source water 
assessment for Decatur. The Illinois EPA considers 

all surface water sources of public water supply to be 
susceptible to potential pollution problems. This is 
the reason for the mandatory treatment of all public 
surface water supplies in Illinois. Mandatory treatment 
includes coagulation, sedimentation, filtration, and 
disinfection. Primary sources of pollution in Illinois 
lakes can include agricultural runoff, land disposal 
(septic systems), and shoreline erosion.

Due to the low geologic sensitivity and the monitoring 
results of our DeWitt county wells, the Illinois EPA 
does not consider these wells to be susceptible to volatile 
organic contaminants (VOCs), synthetic organic 
contaminants (SOCs), or inorganic contaminants 
(IOCs). In accordance with Illinois EPA regulations, 
the wells each have a minimum protection zone of 
200 feet.

Under the Clean Water Act, Section 319, the U.S. 
EPA provides grants for the Illinois EPA to finance 
projects that demonstrate cost-effective solutions 
to nonpoint-source (NPS) problems and promote 
public knowledge and awareness of NPS pollution. 
Section 319 projects funded for the Lake Decatur 
Watershed include the Upper Sangamon River Basin 
Water Quality Improvement Project and the Nutrient 
Management Plan Implementation. The Macon 
County Soil and Water Conservation District and 
the Agricultural Watershed Institute also administer 
several water quality improvement projects in the 
watershed. Further information on the source water 
assessment of Decatur’s water supply is available by 
phone at (217)-424-2831.

Questions?
Contact Jerry Stevens, Water Production 
Operations Supervisor, at (217) 424-
2833 or jstevens@decaturil.gov.

Where Does My Water Come From?

The City of Decatur uses Lake Decatur as its source 
of drinking water. Lake Decatur, which is 2,850 

surface acres in size, is located entirely within the city 
limits of Decatur. The Sangamon River is the primary 
source of water for Lake Decatur; it has a drainage area 
of 925 square miles, 83 percent of which is used for 
growing corn and soybeans. When Lake Decatur water 
levels are low, the city uses wells located in DeWitt 
County to supplement the water supply.

How Is My Water Treated  
and Purified?

The treatment process consists of a series of steps. 
First, raw water is pumped from Lake Decatur to 

the South Water Treatment Plant. Chlorine dioxide is 
added to destroy bacteria and protozoa that may be in 
the raw water. The water then goes to mixing basins 
where aluminum sulfate and calcium hydroxide are 
added for softening. The addition of these substances 
causes small particles to adhere to one another, making 
them heavy enough to drop to the bottom of large 
settling basins, from which they are mechanically 
removed. Powdered activated carbon is added for taste 
and odor control. The fine particles that still remain 
are removed in the filtration process, during which 
the water passes through layers of anthracite and sand. 
Chlorine is then added to maintain the disinfection 
process throughout the distribution system. Lastly, 
a small amount of fluoride is added to prevent 
dental decay. Positive water pressure is continuously 
maintained in the distribution system to prevent the 
intrusion of any contaminants into our water mains.

Community Participation

City of Decatur Council meetings are open to the 
public. For further information, contact the City 

Clerk’s office at (217) 424-2708.
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What type of container is best for  
storing water?

Consumer Reports has consistently advised that glass or BPA-free plastics such as polyethylene are 
the safest choices. To be on the safe side, do not use any container with markings on the recycle symbol 

showing “7 PC” (code for BPA). You could also consider using stainless steel or aluminum with BPA-free liners.

How much emergency water should I keep?
Typically, 1 gallon per person per day is recommended. For a family of four, that would be 12 gallons for 3 days. 
Humans can survive without food for 1 month, but can survive only 1 week without water.

How long can I store drinking water?
The disinfectant in drinking water will eventually dissipate, even in a closed container. If that container housed 
bacteria before it was filled with tap water, the bacteria may continue to grow once the disinfectant has dissipated. 
Some experts believe that water could be stored up to six months before needing to be replaced. Refrigeration will 
help slow the bacterial growth.

How long does it take a water supplier to produce one glass of drinking 
water?
It could take up to 45 minutes to produce a single glass of drinking water.

How many community water systems are there in  
the U.S.?
About 53,000 public water systems across the United States process 34 billion gallons of water per day for home 
and commercial use. Eighty-five percent of the population is served by these systems.

Which household activity wastes the most water?
Most people would say the majority of water use comes from showering or washing dishes; however, toilet flushing 
is by far the largest single use of water in a home (accounting for 40% of total water use). Toilets use about 4 to 
6 gallons per flush, so consider an ultra-low-flow (ULF) toilet, which requires only 1.5 gallons.

Lead in Home Plumbing

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines 

and home plumbing. We are responsible for providing high-quality drinking water, but we cannot control the 
variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at www.epa.gov/lead.
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Test Results

Our water is monitored for many different kinds of contaminants on a very strict sampling schedule. The information below represents only those substances that were detected; our goal 
is to keep all detects below their respective maximum allowed levels. The State recommends monitoring for certain substances less often than once per year because the concentrations 

of these substances do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent sample data are included, along with the year in which the sample was taken.

We participated in the 3rd stage of the U.S. EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR3) program by performing additional tests on our drinking water. UCMR3 benefits 
the environment and public health by providing the EPA with data on the occurrence of contaminants suspected to be in drinking water, in order to determine if the EPA needs to introduce 
new regulatory standards to improve drinking water quality. Contact us for more information on this program.

The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month, and the system met all TOC removal requirements set by the IEPA.

REGULATED SUBSTANCES

SUBSTANCE
(UNIT OF MEASURE)

YEAR
SAMPLED

MCL
[MRDL]

MCLG
[MRDLG]

AMOUNT
DETECTED

RANGE
LOW-HIGH VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE

Barium (ppm) 2016 2 2 0.026 0.026–0.026 No Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal refineries; 
Erosion of natural deposits

Chlorine (ppm) 2016 [4] [4] 1 1–1 No Water additive used to control microbes

Chlorite (ppm) 2016 1 0.8 0.43 0.3–0.43 No By-product of drinking water disinfection

Fluoride (ppm) 2016 4 4 0.699 0.604–0.699 No Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive that promotes 
strong teeth; Discharge from fertilizer and aluminum factories

Haloacetic Acids [HAAs] (ppb) 2016 60 NA 15 1.07–17.5 No By-product of drinking water disinfection

Nitrate (ppm) 2016 10 10 7.9 2.19–7.9 No Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; Erosion of natural deposits

TTHMs [Total Trihalomethanes]1 (ppb) 2016 80 NA 48 9.62–82.9 No By-product of drinking water disinfection

Total Organic Carbon (ppm) 2016 TT NA 1.92 0.86–1.92 No Naturally present in the environment

Turbidity2 (NTU) 2016 TT NA 0.19 NA No Soil runoff

Turbidity (Lowest monthly percent of samples meeting limit) 2016 TT = 95% of samples 
meet the limit

NA 100 NA No Soil runoff

Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community.

SUBSTANCE
(UNIT OF MEASURE)

YEAR
SAMPLED AL MCLG

AMOUNT DETECTED 
(90TH%TILE)

SITES ABOVE 
AL/TOTAL SITES VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE

Copper (ppm) 2014 1.3 1.3 0.029 0/30 No Corrosion of household plumbing systems; Erosion of natural deposits

Lead (ppb) 2014 15 0 3.1 0/30 No Corrosion of household plumbing systems; Erosion of natural deposits

STATE REGULATED SUBSTANCES

SUBSTANCE
(UNIT OF MEASURE)

YEAR
SAMPLED

MCL
[MRDL]

MCLG
[MRDLG]

AMOUNT
DETECTED

RANGE
LOW-HIGH VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE

Sodium3 (ppm) 2016 NA NA 6.2 6.2–6.2 No Erosion of naturally occurring deposits; Used in water softener regeneration

SECONDARY SUBSTANCES

SUBSTANCE
(UNIT OF MEASURE)

YEAR
SAMPLED SMCL MCLG

AMOUNT
DETECTED

RANGE
LOW-HIGH VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE

Sulfate (ppm) 2016 250 NA 52 NA No Runoff/leaching from natural deposits; Industrial wastes

1  Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience problems with their livers, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increased risk of getting cancer.
2  Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. It is monitored because it is a good indicator of the effectiveness of the filtration system.
3  Sodium is not currently regulated by the U.S. EPA. However, the State has set an MCL for this contaminant for supplies serving a population of 1,000 or more.Page 109 of 124



Definitions

AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant that triggers treatment 
or other required actions by the water supply.

LRAA (Locational Running Annual Average): The average of sample 
analytical results for samples taken at a particular monitoring location during 
the previous four calendar quarters. Amount Detected values for TTHMs and 
HAAs are reported as LRAAs.

MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a contaminant 
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as 
feasible using the best available treatment technology.

MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a contaminant 
in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level): The highest level of a 
disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that 
addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal): The level of a 
drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk 
to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to 
control microbial contaminants.

NA: Not applicable

NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units): Measurement of the clarity, or 
turbidity, of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the 
average person.

ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per billion parts water (or 
micrograms per liter).

ppm (parts per million): One part substance per million parts water (or 
milligrams per liter).

SMCL (Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level): SMCLs are established 
to regulate the aesthetics of drinking water like appearance, taste and odor.

TT (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to reduce the level of 
a contaminant in drinking water.
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City Clerk

DATE: 6/14/2017

MEMO: 2017-6

TO: Mayor Moore Wolfe
City Council Members

FROM: Tim Gleason, City Manager

SUBJECT:  May 2017 Monthly Reports 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
City Clerk Cover Memo
Development Services Cover Memo
Fire Cover Memo
Public Works Cover Memo
Police Cover Memo
Information Technology Cover Memo
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City Clerk’s Office 

May 2017 Month End Report 

 

• Attended and prepared minutes for two City Council meetings. 

• Processed and issued 53 liquor license renewals. 

• Processed and issued 4 temporary liquor licenses. 

• Processed and issued 3 winery special use permits. 

• Received and processed 7 Freedom of Information requests. 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

MAY MONTHLY REPORT 

 

 

BUILDING INSPECTIONS - During the month of May 2017 we issued 157 
building permits with a total work value of $26,349,340. Of those, 5 were 
commercial interior remodels with a total work value of $758,800 and 4 were new 
commercial buildings with a total work value of $24,730,053. 
  

Monthly Summary 

05/01/2017 – 05/31/2017 

PERMIT 

TYPE # ISSUED WORK VALUE 

Building 
 

37 $25,908,703.00 
Demolition 9 52,400.00 
Electrical 20 43,255.00 
Mechanical 29 127,352.00 
Other 15 32,265.00 
Plumbing 37 40,483.00 
Sign 9 143,882.00 
Tent 1 1000.00 

TOTAL 157 $26,349,340.00 
  

 

PLANNING AND ZONING – Part of the process of economic development and 
community redevelopment involves site plan reviews for compliance with local 
development laws and ordinances. As you know, the city has regulations designed both to 
beautify the community as part of development (landscaping, signage, etc.) but also to 
protect both users of a particular development (parking, lighting, etc.) and adjacent land 
owners (drainage, buffer yard size requirements) Last month the planning and zoning 
division in conjunction with other city departments reviewed 11 submittals which 
included 6 site plans and 5 subdivision plats. 
Additionally, the division reviewed and facilitated 4 zoning cases that will be heard by 
City Council at the June 5, 2017 meeting. 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 

 

� Staff continued to prepare special reports for loans that are serviced in the 
Neighborhood Outreach Division 

� Staff continued to qualify homeowners for the Residential Rehabilitation program 
� Staff continued to prepare Environmental for Residential Rehab, infrastructure 

projects and potential replacement  projects  
� Staff participate in several HUD webinars, tutorials, conference calls and trainings 
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� Staff continued meeting with NNO committee to begin the plans for this year’s 
NNO event to be held August 1st in Hess Park. 

� Staff attended Council orientation for incoming council members 
� Staff continued to work with HUD staff on outstanding issues:  expenditures, 70% 

low mod benefit, and conflict of interest 
� Staff attended meeting with Homework Hangout about partnership with DCDF 
� Staff met Assistant City Manager about upcoming Economic Development Forum 
� Staff continued annual rental monitoring on outstanding projects 
� Staff participated in Grow Decatur’s Prosper and Succeed sub committee  
� Construction Project Manager prepared work write-ups with estimates for the 

CDBG and HOME Rehab Programs. 
� Staff attended CONO’s monthly meeting. 
� Staff attended Decatur Jobs Council meeting  
� Staff continues to have discussions or contact with potential CHDO’s 
� Staff participated in Continuum of Care Review meetings and homeless 

consortium meetings 
� Staff assisted St. Paul’s Lutheran with adoption of west end neighborhood 
� Staff continued preparing 2017 Action Plan.  The Plan is normally due in March, 

but staff has been directed to only submit after the final allocation has been 
decided 

� Staff participated in ongoing meetings with partners about Bed bugs and how they 
are affecting residents and the community. 

� Staff is participating in the 2017 Money Smart Week program    
� Staff participated in several conference calls with HUD CPD rep in regards to 

replacement projects, CAPER, and other HUD projects. 
� Staff met and is developing a  bench naming program and the  
� Staff directed certification packages to recertify contractors interested in bidding 

on federal rehab projects. 
� Staff met with Councilman Horn to orient him on the Neighborhood Services 

Department 
� Staff attended Homeless Continuum Governing board meeting with other local 

agency partners 
� Staff participated in the State of the City Breakfast 
� Staff is working with DMCOC as a board member.  Staff will also participate on 

the search committee in selecting a new Executive Director for the agency. 
� Staff partnered with Macon County Environmental for an Electronics disposal 

event to be held in June 
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 DECATUR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 MEMORANDUM 

 17-06 

 

 

June 9, 2017 

TO:  Tim Gleason, City Manager 

FROM: Jeff Abbott, Fire Chief 

RE:  Monthly Report – May 2017 

 

 

The fire department responded to 989 alarms in May.  To date, we have responded to 4730 

alarms.  The fire station construction project is well underway with work wrapping up at Stations 

2 & 4.  Work continues at Station 1, and the work begins June 6th at Station 6.  Phase 1 work 

should be completed by July.  Phase 2 work will be bid out in September and that work should 

start in September or October.  Design work for the new replacement fire stations is just 

beginning. 

 

 

2017 
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 DECATUR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 MEMORANDUM 

 17-06 

 

 

 

Fire Prevention: 

The Fire Prevention Bureau was busy during the month of May.   We started the month saying 

goodbye to long time Inspector Larry Ball as he retired after 28 years on the job having served 

16 years as Inspector.  During the month, Inspectors were called out to investigate 6 fires.  2 

were ruled Accidental; 1 was Incendiary and 3 were Undetermined.  May is Liquor License 

Inspection month and 84 inspections were completed.   There were also 20 key boxes installed or 

removed and 5 plan reviews completed.  During May, we presented “The Fire Safety Show” 

assembly accompanied by “The Fire Safety House Experience” at 7 Decatur Elementary 

Schools.  This finished our Spring presentations for the year.  With July 4th, just around the 

corner, we conducted 4 fireworks safety classes and tests and did 1 site visit for a licensed 

shoot.  Both 702 and 703 attended a “Means of Egress” conference in Chicagoland and finished 

the month conducting a fire extinguisher class for Macon Resources. 

 

May 2017 
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 DECATUR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 MEMORANDUM 

 17-06 

Training/Technical Rescue: 

TRT Training- 10 rope techs went to Springfield to train with the Springfield Fire Department’s 

TRT team.   The teams worked together to practice rescue techniques at City Water Light & 

Powers’ facility. 

SCUBA-5/18 the dive team recovered a body out of Lake Decatur 

Preplan Tour-Two companies from all three shifts visited the ADM Intermodal operation. 

Schools-Two firefighters went to Confine Space Ops, One firefighter went to Rope Ops, and one 

firefighter went to Structural Collapse Tech at IFSI, Three firefighters went to Wilmington, IL to 

Trench Ops class. 

Fire Training- Engine companies spent the month conducting forcible entry training at the 

training tower, and Truck companies conducted ladder operations, forcible entry and saw 

training at the training tower. 
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Public Works Department 
Monthly Activity Report 

May 2017 
 
Engineering: 
 
7th Ward Sewer Rehabilitation:  Bids were opened for this project in December and approved 

by Council on January 17, 2017.  Cleaning work began the week of March 13.  Lining work 

began on April 24.  The work is currently focused on the line north of Eldorado and is expected 

to move to the Millikin University campus in June. 

McKinley Avenue Sewer Rehabilitation:  This project is currently under design by BGM & 

Associates.  The condition is considerably worse than originally estimated in the master plan 

that was completed 5 years ago.  The project is on hold as funding options are being reviewed 

and the focus is on the 7th Ward Sewer. 

2017 State MFT Street Improvement Projects:  Bids were opened on this project on April 10 

with bids approved by Council on April 17.  The sole street was Mound Road which was paved 

in May.  Final striping will be completed in June.    

2017 City MFT Street Improvement Project:  Bids were opened on this project on April 6 with 

Council approval on April 17.  Work is began on May 1 and has progressed into the west end of 

the City.    

Nelson Park Neighborhood Storm Drainage Improvements:  This project was designed by 

Blank, Wesselink, Cook & Associates.  The project is funded through a low interest loan from 

the IEPA.  Bids were opened on March 30 and approved by Council on April 17.  The IEPA has 

approved the loan and the project.  Work began May 30, 2017.  Completion is expected in late 

2018. 

2017 Water Main Replacement Project:  This was designed by City staff and bids were 

opened on February 21.  Council approved a contract with Burdick Plumbing and Heating on 

March 6.  Work began in April in the Turner Drive area.  Services are now being connected to 

the new water main. 
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Sewer Televising:   7,150 feet of sewers were televised.  9 special inspections / investigations 

were preformed.   

Contract Sewer Cleaning:   No sanitary sewers were cleaned under contract. 

 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES MONTHLY DATA 05/01/17 – 05/31/17 
TASKS QUANTITY MANHOURS OTHER 

INFO 
Sweeping 607 miles 308 hrs.  

Potholes Repaired 3,214 each 282 hrs.  

Alley Grading 18,200 lin. ft. N/A  

Sanitary Sewer Derooting 49,834 lin. ft. N/A  

Cleaning Sewers 18,921 lin. ft. N/A  

 

Water Production Division 
Department of Public Works 

Monthly Report 
May 2017 

 
                                                                                   
Lake Decatur Dam Emergency Response Plan:  Hanson Professional Services has completed the 
final draft of the plan.  Due to the City’s recent staff reorganization, the final draft is being revised 
accordingly. 
 
Lake Decatur Dredging Basins 1 through 4:  Since Great Lakes Dredge & Dock began dredging 
in November 2014, a total of 6,736,935 cubic yards of sediment has been removed from the lake, 
which is 63% of the contract amount, or 33 days of additional water supply. 
 
Lake Decatur Landscape Maintenance:  The hill side between Lake Shore Drive and the Nelson 
Park harbor was completed by Sky’s the Limit Tree Service.  The area around the intersection of 
Country Club Road and Cantrell Street is scheduled for June. 
  
Lake Services:  Staff continued facility maintenance and mowing operations.  Lake Patrol seasonal 
operations began.  Due to significant rainfall, several dump truck loads of lake debris were 
removed.  Staff assisted with the recovery of a suicide victim.  Discussions continued with the 
owner of a passenger riverboat to potentially operate on the lake. 
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South Water Treatment Plant East Clarifiers to Claricones Conversion:  Crawford, Murphy & Tilly 
(CMT) has completed 99.9% of the engineering and bid specifications.  The project is on hold 
pending a review of the financial impact of the project on the Water Fund. 
 
South Water Treatment Plant Security Cameras:  Bodine Communications and City staff continued 
work on the project’s punch list.  The project is 95% complete. 
 
Water Production:  Lake Decatur was maintained at 97% full to provide a flood control buffer for 
the month’s significant rainfall.  547.2 million gallons of potable water were pumped to customers 
which was 6.14% less than May 2016.  The nitrate reduction facility was shut down due to lower 
nitrate levels in Lake Decatur.  Semiannual washout and maintenance of the water plant’s clarifier 
basins began.  National Drinking Water Week tours of the water plant were provided to seven 6th 
grade classes. 
 
For questions regarding these items contact Keith Alexander, Water Production Manager, at 424-
2863 or kalexander@decaturil.gov. 

 

cc: Jerry Stevens, Water Production Operations Supervisor 
Randy Weaver, Water Production Maintenance Supervisor 
Joe Nihiser, Lake Maintenance Supervisor 
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Monthly Report of Priorities and Projects 

Information Technology Department 
Fiscal Year 2017 

May 2017 
 
  
This month, Information Technology Department (IT) staff accomplished the following:  

• Obtained City Council approval to accept the low bid for Phase 2 of the City Fiber build 

• Provided vendor quote to the MSC to replace the old gate access computer 

• Fire Stations 2-7 Hotlines were converted to the new City voice over IP phone system 

• Working with Finance to develop the ability to encrypt email 

• Investigating “Cloud Storage” to store data that is not accessed frequently 

• Begin process of updating DB2 applications to Power Builder Version 12.6 

• Cheryl Laskowski attended the National Tyler MUNIS User Group meeting 

• Pre-staged Tyler MUNIS server replacement to go live next month 

• Begin staging Tyler MUNIS application upgrade due to go live in September 

• Begin developing the ability to email Water Bills for those customers who desire it 

• Replaced nine Microsoft XP workstations leaving only 20 left to do 

• Provided water valve data in support of the Water Valve Assessment project 

• Updating E911 records for City of Decatur Offices 

• Added annexations to the Fire GIS Map 

• Five Help Desk surveys returned in May, four exceptional and one above average 

• Processed 34 Help Desk tickets in May, resolving 22 on initial call (64.7%) 

 

Page 124 of 124


	Meeting Agenda
	Ordinance Annexing Territory-3324 Ferris Drive
	Resolution Approving an Agreement with Pure Technologies US Inc. dba Wachs Water Services for the Water Main Valve Assessment Project, City Project 2017-13
	Resolution Authorizing the First Amendment for an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation for Midwest Inland Port Study
	Council Information - May Progress Report Lake Decatur Dredging Basins 1-4 & Oakley Sedimentation Basin Rehabilitation City Project 2013-14
	Council Information - 2017 Annual Water Quality Report
	Council Information - May 2017 Monthly Reports

